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another Church Council and the complete withdrawal of the Patri-
arch from church administration, until the time when the Council
could make decisions. All this was repeated in an address to the
faithful, printed in the Izvestia on May 14. It was clear that the
demands of the opposition were supported by the government.
The Patriarch yielded to the force of circumstances and wrote to
Bishop Agathangel, proposing that the latter should take his place.
This was followed by Tikhon's arrest at the Trinity Monastery.
Agathangel was also arrested, with the obvious aim of creating an
opportunity for the Renovators to assume the administration of the
church. On May 18 Vvedensky and his colleagues sent a letter to
Tikhon in which they told him of having asked the authorities for
permission to open his chancery and, in a "filial" way, entreated his
blessing that they might assume the administration of church
affairs. After another long conversation with the members of the
group, the Patriarch gave his consent and wrote his resolution on
their letter, assigning synodal affairs to the care of the Renovators,
for subsequent transfer to Agathangel, and those of the Moscow
diocese to the keeping of Bishop Leonidas, pending the arrival of
Bishop Innocent. But Innocent was not admitted to Moscow, and
Leonidas, because of his advanced age, refused to undertake the
responsibility of diocesan affairs, and so finally the group applied to
Bishop Antoninus, who under the autocracy had suffered for re-
fusing to name the Tsar as Autocrat in his prayers after the Octo-
ber Manifesto of 1905. In the meantime the Patriarch had been
transferred to the Don Monastery, and without his authorization
the Renovators organized a Provisional Supreme Church Adminis-
tration, which included the entire group under the leadership of
Antoninus.
On the same day, May 18, the group now in power published an
appeal to the people, in the Izvestia and Pr&t/da, which stated that
by the "will of God" Russia had a Workmen's and Peasants'
Government, whose aim it was to save the country from the ghastly
after-effects of the war, and that the church was assisting it in its
struggle for justice and the welfare of humanity. It accused the
higher hierarchs of having gone over to the enemies of the people
and to have become engaged in counter-revolutionary activities.
They had refused help to those stricken by famine and they